forcibly expressed in George Sarton's widely influential series of volumes, Ihitroduction to the history ofscience (c. 1927-1948) . On the other hand, his training had been in the rigours and subtleties of medieval philosophy and theology, disciplines which left him with an abiding doubt about the intellectual worth of medieval medical and scientific thought. There was more of George Sarton in Charles Talbot than he cared to admit or, perhaps, realized. In spite of his ambivalent views on medieval science, he was one of the first, competent medievalists in the post-war English-speaking world to treat medieval medicine seriously on the basis of a first-hand knowledge of its, mostly manuscript, texts.
An avid gardener and a keen rambler, Charles Talbot continued to be as active as possible even when slowed by a series of strokes toward the end of his life. Visitors to his home in southeast London could count on generous hospitality, a keen and sometimes dangerous wit, and a fervent love of the outdoors, which coloured nearly every conversation.
Surrounded by books (more than twenty written by himself), Charles Talbot maintained a lively interest in the life of the mind and a delight in nature throughout his long and productive life.
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